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Within a short time since his
installation as the Acharya,
Sahajananda succeeded 1n crating an
order of Sadhus in accordance with
the highest 1deals of what is known as
the Bhagwata Dharma. He had
practised these 1deals for years, alone
as he was in this Sadhana-self
discipline—of his, and as soon as the
opportunity came he made hundreds
adopt them as their own. To create an
apostolic oirder of this kind would be

~Sri Swaminarayana

time 1n any country, and 1t was
especially difficult at this time when
religion was at a very low ebb In
Gujarat. It 1s doubtful if a band oif
such Sadhus existed in any part of
India at that time. They would be rare
at any time, and were so more than
ever at the period we are treating of.
The various bodies following the
Bhagwata Dharmna known as
Vaishanava sects had also shared in
the general degeneration, and some, 1f
not all, of them were as bad as any.
Sahajananda lit a new fire in the midst
of universal darkness, and this was
bound to cast its light far and wide. His
work was to revive and reform the
Bhagwata Dharma at its highest, and
he succeeded in laying its ground-plan
in the shape of this apostolic band of
Sadhus. He gathered these round
himself as the centre, and there was
gathered round these the larger
Fellowship called the Satsang.

The activities of Swami
Sahajananda for the first few years of
his ministry seem to be confined more
or less to the creating of this order of
Sadhus and the expansion of the |
Satsang by the simple means of *
preaching and teaching. That even this

no small achievement at any
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comparatively simple work was not
done without much opposition and
persecution we have already seen. But
there were evil;s crying for remedy all
around and Sahajananda was not one
to sit in peace while so much was to be
done. Thus an opportunity soon came
to extend thje operations of the spirit
of reform that he had got within
himself. This was a new and a greater
challenge to the vested interests and
powers that were there and 1t added to
the opposition that had already been
created against him. This new move
was the performing of Yagnas, 1.e.
Sacrifices, and 1t came about in this
way.

Once while Swami Sahajananda
was in Bhuj in the province of Cutch,
the Prime Minister there was
performing a big sacrifice in which
some animals were to be sacrificed.
Such blooody sacrifies seem to be
very common 1n those days all over
India, and they were usually
performed by the Prines or big people
such as Ministers etc. To do this was
considered a meritorious act, and not
to do 1t was thought of as a sin of
omission that might invite the wrath of
gods on the kingdom or the people.
The Brahmins took part in these, and
hence the sacrifices got the sanction of
the priestly class as well. Sometimes
learned Brahmins came from far-off
places such as Benares etc. to take part

in them, and therefore to proitest
against such sacrifices was like
throwing a challenge to the vested
interests of both Princes and Brahmins
not only within the bounds of Gujarat
but even beyond. This Sahajananda
had the courage to do because of his
firm belief that such sacrifices were no
more in accordance with the true spirit
of the Vedic Dharma itself, in the
name of which they were said to be
performed. He, therefore, protested
against such a bloody sacrifice and as
a result he had to enter into a serious
controversy with the Brahmins
assembled for the purpose.

The line of argument that he
followed at this time in Bhuj and later
on in other places in regard to this
matter was this: the Vedas inculcated
bloody sacrifices not for the sake of
taking animal life, but to circumscribe
the universal taking of such life by
human beings by confining it only to
these occasions with a view, however,
to the complete abolition of it In
conrse of time. He said that the Vedas
at their highest taught Ahimsa (Non-
violence) and that these bloody
sacrifices were only a stage on the way
to the complete realization of this
principle. He even added that those
who performed such sacrifices were
acuing against the teaching of the
Shastras (Scriptures), and that they
were no better than malechchhas.

From Sr1 Swaminarayana
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